
1ST OCTOBER 2026

We are now well into the Autumn term, and there is a fantastic buzz

around Masefield. The excitement of those first few days has developed

into purposeful routines, confident learners and classrooms full of

children who are settled, engaged and ready to learn. Walking around

school, it is wonderful to see children building their knowledge,

challenging themselves and enjoying everything that school life has to

offer.The last fortnight has certainly been a busy one!
One of my favourite moments of the year is always our House Sorting

Ceremony, and our Year 1 pupils and children who are new to Masefield

have now discovered which house they will belong to. Being part of

Amistad, Isibindi, Rêveur or Sollevare gives our children a sense of

identity and belonging that stretches right across the school.

We built on this with our first Spirit Day of the year, when children from

Years 1–6 came together in their house teams for the morning. They

explored the story and values behind their house, learned their songs

and chants, and began planning how their team can make an impact

throughout the year. We also selected our new House Captains, who now

have the exciting responsibility of helping to lead and inspire their

teams.Pupil leadership is already flourishing in other areas too. Our new School

Council representatives have been democratically elected by their

classmates and have already enjoyed a fantastic visit to Bolton Town

Hall, where they had the opportunity to meet the Mayor of Bolton. We are

looking forward to seeing them represent the voices of their classmates

and make a real difference across school this year.
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There has been plenty happening on the sporting front too, with pupils representing Masefield in cross

country and rugby. As always, we are incredibly proud of every child who puts on a Masefield kit and

represents our school with determination, teamwork and pride.

We have also welcomed parents into school for our Phonics Workshops, helping families understand how

we teach children to read and how they can support learning at home. Thank you to everyone who joined

us.
Another exciting addition has been the start of our Therapy Dog Reading Sessions. These sessions

provide another opportunity to develop children's confidence and enjoyment of reading, and we are

looking forward to seeing them become an established part of school life.

Finally, we are incredibly excited that Masefield has been selected as one of only 50 schools nationally

to pilot Number Phonics. This new approach supports children in developing secure foundations in early

mathematics through carefully structured routines, mathematical language and small steps in learning.

It is another exciting opportunity for Masefield to be at the forefront of developing practice while giving

our children the very best start to their mathematical journey.

When you put all of this alongside the fantastic learning taking place in every classroom each day, it is

incredible to think that we are still only in the first half term! Our children continue to make us

immensely proud, and we are excited to see where the rest of the year takes us.

Thank you, as always, for your continued support and partnership as we work together to ensure every

child can Believe, Achieve and Succeed.
      

Stay Connected As always, you can get a glimpse of our day-to-day learning and special moments by following our

Facebook page—just search Masefield Primary School to stay up to date.



A huge well done to these pupils,
who have worked incredibly hard!

Year 1 - Charlie & Arthur
Year 2 - Mohammed & Pearla

Year 3 - Cody & Grace
Year 4 - Albie & Heidi
Year 5 - Jacob & Alvie

Year 6 - Oliver M & Daisy E

LEAD LEARNERS
OF THE WEEK

We are so proud of these children,
who always demonstrate our core

values!

Year 1 - Louis
Year 2 - Jack

Year 3 - Oakley B
Year 4 - Chloe
Year 5 - Miller
Year 6 - Lottie

VISION AND VALUE
AWARD WINNERS

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS
IN THE SPOTLIGHT

THIS WEEK…

MASEFIELD SCHOOL COUNCIL
Our School Council had a very special opportunity this week as they

visited Bolton Town Hall to meet the Mayor of Bolton.
They had the chance to explore the Town Hall, learn about the role of
the Mayor and discover how decisions are made and communities are

represented across Bolton.
It was a fantastic opportunity for our School Council to make

connections with their own important role at Masefield and as always
they represented Masefield brilliantly, asking thoughtful questions,

listening carefully and showing great confidence throughout the visit.
A huge thank you to the Mayor of Bolton for welcoming us and giving

our children such a memorable experience. 
Pupil leadership in action!

Each week, we reward
children for remarkable

reading. These children have
won a book to keep forever!

Year 1 - Rosie
Year 2 - Dexter
Year 3 - Poppy
Year 4 - Oliver
Year 5 - Olivia
Year 6 - Emily

READERS OF THE
WEEK

Each week, a child from
each of our Masefield

Houses wins a spin of the
wheel if they have received

the highest number of house
points. Well done to these
children for following the

Masefield Way consistently.
Amistad - Wilf C

   
Isibindi - Theo P

 
Reveur - Louis C

 
Sollevare - Blake S

HOUSE TEAMS TOP
SCORERS

Each week, we celebrate success in Good News Assembly. Don’t forget to bring your amazing
achievements to share!

CELEBRATING
SUCCESS



Tuesday - Year 5 Multi-sports
Wednesday - Year 6 Multi-sports

Thursday - Year 3&4 BWFC
All clubs finish at 4:15pm

Vocal Band
Thursday - 8:20am - 8:50am

SCHOOL
CLUBS

A huge thank you to all of our
Reception & Key Stage 1 parents and
carers who joined us for our Phonics

Workshops this week.
It was fantastic to welcome so many
of you into school and share how we

teach children the vital skills of
reading and phonics at Masefield.

Working together between home and
school makes such a difference. We
hope the sessions gave you a useful

insight into what phonics looks like at
Masefield, as well as some practical

ideas for supporting your child’s
reading journey at home. 

Thank you again for giving up your
time to join us and for your

continued support so our children
become confident and avid readers.

PHONICS SESSIONS

A BIG welcome back to Merlin, our Pets As
Therapy dog, who came in to listen to the

children read.
Merlin and Mrs Greenhalgh will now be joining us

every Monday afternoon, working with a
different class each term and giving children

another special way to enjoy books and develop
their confidence as readers.

Another way we’re continuing to build a love of
reading for pleasure across Masefield. 

Thank you Merlin.

SHOUT OUTS

This week our new Playground Buddies took up
their important roles & were on hand to help

everyone have fun, make friends and play safely
during break and lunchtimes. Whether someone
needs a friend to play with, help joining a game
or sorting out a small problem, our Playground
Buddies will be ready with a smile and a helping
hand. Their kindness helps make our playground

a happy, welcoming place for everyone.

PLAYGROUND 
BUDDIES

HIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTSHIGHLIGHTS



 Medical appointments
should be made outside of

school hours where
possible. Where it is not
possible, you must notify

the office in advance.
Taking your child out of
school is disruptive for
the class and impacts

your child’s learning and
attendance.

 
If there are concerns
about how much time
your child is missing,

proof of medical
appointments will be

required.

MEDICAL
APPOINTMENTS

Holidays must not be
taken during term time

as this has an extremely
detrimental effect on

your child’s education. A
fixed penalty notice is the

least of the costs; it is
the impact on your child’s

future educational
success that presents the

greatest cost.
We urge you to prioritise
the long term benefits of

regular school
attendance over the

short term impact of a
holiday.

TERM TIME
HOLIDAYS

Reception - 98.4%
Year 1 - 97.3%
Year 2 - 97.7%
Year 3 - 98.5%
Year 4 - 98.4%
Year 5 - 95.9%
Year 6 - 97.5%

ATTENDANCE
THIS WEEK

100% 0 days missed

99% 2 days missed

97% 5 days missed

95% 10 days missed

90% 20 days missed

85% 30 days missed

5 MINUTES 3.5 school days

10 MINUTES 7 school days

15 MINUTES 10 school days

20 MINUTES 14.5 school days

30 MINUTES 22 school days

ATTEND TODAYATTEND TODAYATTEND TODAY
ACHIEVE TOMORROWACHIEVE TOMORROWACHIEVE TOMORROW

Our attendance target for the year is 97%. This is still
achievable if we all work together to ensure that children
are in school EVERY day and are not missing any learning.

OUR ATTENDANCE FOR THE WEEK:
97.5%

OUR ATTENDANCE FOR THE YEAR TO DATE:
96.8%

ATTENDANCE
UPDATE 

Make Make eacheach
dayday count! count!
Make each
day count!

Being on time Being on time reallyreally  mattersmattersBeing on time really matters
In a school year, if you were late

everyday by…
You would lose
approximately…



1  - Year 2 visit to Kings Churchst

7  - Harvest Festivalth

9th - #HelloYellow World Mental Health Day (wear somethingyellow)
12th - Year 3 trip to Bolton Museum

13th - Reception & KS1 Reading parents workshop (3:30pm)
13  October - Year 5 History Alive workshopth

14  - KS2 Reading parents workshop (3:30pm)th

14th - Year 6 History Alive workshop
16  - Masefield Open Dayth

5th - Year 1 trip to BSICT
9th - Individual school photos
W/C 9th - Parent Conference

12th - Year 2 trip to BSICT
16th - Year 5 trip to Bolton Museum
16th Year 4 History Alive Workshop

17th - Reception & KS1 Maths workshop
17th - Year 4 trip to BSICT

18th - Year 5 Assesmbly - 2:45pm
18  - KS2 Maths workshopth

19th - Year 3 trip to BSICT
20  - Children in Needth

20  - Year 5 trip to BSICTth

OCTOBER NOVEMBER
YOUR DIARYYOUR DIARYYOUR DIARY

4  - Class and Year 6individual photos
th

6th - Year 1 History Alive workshop10th- 13  - Year 6 SATsth
14th - Year 1 trip to Brockholes17th - Year 2 History Aliveworkshop17th - Year 4 trip to Chester18th - Year 3 History Aliveworkshop19th - Knowledge Day/Stay & Play -2:50pm20th - Year 6 trip to BlackpoolPleasure Beach - Provisional21st - RockKidz

MAY
8  - 9  - Year 5 trip toLondon

th th

11  -13  - Year 6 PGLth th
18  - Macmillan Day andBake Off

th

22nd SPORTS DAY KS1 - 9:15am Nursery - 10:30amReception - 11amKS2 - 1:30pm
25th - Non-uniform (colouredhamper donation)

JUNE
1  - Non-uniform (bottle in a bag donation)st

1st - Summer Fair2nd - Year 3 trip to Eureka9  - Year 4 trip to Hollingworth Laketh

13th - Year 6 Production - 3.30pm14th - Year 6 Production - 5.00pm15th - Music Showcase - 9.00am19th - Meet The Teacher -3.30pm and 4.00pmWC 19  - Optional parent conferencesth

20th - Transition Day22nd - Nursery Graduation - 9.00am22nd - Presentation Evening (invite only) - 6.00pm23rd - Year 6 Leavers Assembly - 9.00am
23rd - School closes at 1.30pm

JULY

1  - Online safety workshop (all
years)

st

4  - DRUMH workshopth

4  - Year 6 trip to Stockport Air
Raid Shelter

th

4th - Non-Uniform (Bottle
donations)

7  - Vocal Band concert at
BWFC

th

9th - Knowledge Day/ Stay & Play
- 2:50pm

10th - Non-Uniform (Chocolate
Donations)

10th  - Christmas Fair 
14th – Christmas dinner and

Reindeer Run
14th - Christmas Jumper Day

15th – EYFS Nativity – 2.00pm
15th – KS1 play - 3:30pm
16th – KS1 play - 2.00pm
17th - Bolton Pantomime

(morning)
17th – KS2 Carol Concert at St
Matthews Church – 2pm (time

subject to change)
18th - School closes at 1:30pm

DECEMBER
11th - Year 2 trip to Staircase

House
20  - Year 3 Assembly -

2:45pm
th

3rd - Knowledge Day/ Stay &
Play 2:50pm

10th - Year 2 Assembly -
2.45pm

22nd - 5  March Year 5
swimming lessons - Farnworth

th

BOOK FAIR - DATES TO BE
CONFIRMED1st - 5  March Year 5 swimminglessons - Farnworth

th

4th - World Book Day (Dress as abook character)10th - Year 1 Assembly - 2:45pm15th - Year 6 trip to BSICTWC 15th - Parent conferences17th - Knowledge Day/ Stay & Play -2:50pm19  - Comic Reliefth
22nd - Reception visit to SmithillsOpen Farm23rd - Year 5 trip to RHSBridgewater24th - Non-uniform day (Easter eggdonation)24  - Easter Bingo 3:30pm & 5pmth

25th - Music showcase - 9am

9th - Aspirations and Individuality
Day (Dress as something you’d like

to be when you are older or
something that makes you unique)

19th-20th - Year 5 Bikeability
28th - Reception Assembly -

2.45pm

JANUARY

FEBRUARY

MARCH

APRIL

DATES FORDATES FORDATES FOR

You will be notified in advance of other
events which will happen throughout

the year.

DATES FORDATES FORDATES FOR



SCHOOL COUNCILSCHOOL COUNCIL
CORNERCORNER

SCHOOL COUNCIL

CORNER
We’re proud to share that we as a School

Council are working towards achieving the
Rights Respecting Schools Award and can

share that we are progressing well and         
have now been awarded the 

Bronze Unicef award!
 

This means we are embedding our learning on
children’s rights as set out in the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of the

Child and thinking about how these rights are
respected in our school. 

Each newsletter will include a short discussion
point focusing on a different Article, giving
families the chance to talk together about

children’s rights and what they mean in
everyday life.

The focus for this fortnight is taken from
 

Article 24 – Right to health, food, and
clean water

 Why is it important that all children
around the world have access to clean
water, healthy food, and medical care?

LITTLE CHATS
BIG RIGHTS

Watch this space
for more

information on
when the BASE will
open for business!

THE BASE

Don’t forget to share any ideas you have
of how we can make Masefield even

better with your class representative.



Big questions. 
Brilliant conversations.

Think it. 
Talk it. 

Explain it.

At Masefield, we want every child to
become a Confident Communicator.
Our Masefield Minds questions are
designed to get families thinking,
talking and sharing their ideas

together.
There are no right or wrong

answers. Encourage your child to
explain why they think something,

listen carefully to other opinions and
see if anyone can persuade them to

change their mind!

🐣Early Years
 If animals could talk, which animal would be the funniest to have a conversation

with?
🌈Key Stage 1

 Would you rather have a button that could make it snow whenever you wanted or
make the sunshine whenever you wanted?

🌍Lower Key Stage 2
 If you could add one new rule that everybody in the world had to follow, what would

it be and why?
🚀Upper Key Stage 2

 Which is more important: being really good at something or enjoying doing it? 
Can you have one without the other?

TALK TOGETHER

Try asking each other: “Why do you think that?”, 
“Can you give me an example?” or “Can you convince me?”

You might be surprised where one simple question takes your conversation!
Big questions. Brilliant conversations.

Think it. Talk it. Explain it.

MASEFIELDMASEFIELD
MINDSMINDS

MASEFIELD
MINDS



An evacuation is when everyone
leaves the building safely and

calmly, for example in the
unlikely event of a fire alarm. 

WHAT IS AN
EVACUATION?

An invacuation is the opposite of
an evacuation– it means

children and staff move inside
the building and remain indoors
safely if there is ever a concern

outside the school grounds.

WHAT IS AN
INVACUATION?

At school, the safety and wellbeing of all children is always our highest
priority. 

Throughout the year, we regularly practise both evacuation and
invacuation procedures so that children and staff know exactly what

to do in different situations

These procedures are practised in a calm, age-appropriate way so
that children feel confident and reassured. 

Staff carefully guide pupils through each practice, helping them
understand the importance of listening, staying calm and following

instructions.
 

By rehearsing these routines regularly, we can ensure that everyone is
prepared and able to respond quickly and safely should the need ever

arise.

AT MASEFIELDAT MASEFIELDAT MASEFIELD
SAFETY PRACTICESSAFETY PRACTICESSAFETY PRACTICES



Learning to Read – Our Phonics Scheme
Each week we will share a video to support

your understanding of our phonics scheme. 
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers

/?playlist=7781fe9&video=98121d9
Reading at Home

‘If you cannot read, you cannot learn. If your
child cannot read, their progress in all other

subjects will be curtailed. There is no such
thing as reading too much!’

Maths
White Rose Maths have FREE downloadable
booklets for each year group block. You can

download them here:
https://whiterosemaths.com/parent-resources

All of our parent workshops are available to
watch on the school website

SUPPORTING
LEARNING

TOP TIPSTOP TIPSTOP TIPS

Location Sharing 
This week’s free online safety guide focuses on

location sharing.
Many apps, games and social media platforms can

access a device’s location. Some features allow
children to share where they are in real time, while
photos and posts can also reveal clues about their

location, such as school uniforms, street names,
landmarks or regular routines. Children may not
realise how much information they are sharing or

who could potentially see it.
What parents can do:

Check the location permissions on your child’s
device and turn them off for apps that do not
genuinely need them. 
Make sure social media and gaming accounts
are set to private and discuss why children
should avoid sharing their school, home
address or current location online. 
Encourage your child to think before posting:
Could this photo or message tell someone
where I am or where I regularly go?

ONLINE SAFETY

Halloween and Trick-or-Treating Safety
With Halloween approaching, it is a good time to
remind children how to stay safe whilst enjoying

the celebrations.
Stay together – younger children should

always be accompanied by a responsible adult
when trick-or-treating.

Be visible – reflective clothing, lights or
torches can help drivers and other road users

see children in the dark.
Stay on familiar routes – use pavements and

safe crossing points, and avoid entering
unfamiliar homes.

Check treats – children should wait until they
get home before eating treats so an adult can
check them, particularly where allergies are a

concern.
Respect others – only visit homes that are

clearly welcoming trick-or-treaters and remind
children that not everyone celebrates

Halloween.
A few simple precautions can help make Halloween
a fun, enjoyable and safe occasion for everyone.

SAFEGUARDING

Recycle Right
Take a moment to check what

can and cannot go in your
household recycling bin. Rinsing

containers, flattening
cardboard and keeping food

waste out of recycling can help
ensure more materials are
successfully recycled. Get

children involved by making
sorting the recycling a regular
family job — a simple way to

build sustainable habits from an
early age.

SUSTAINABILITY

FOR YOU AND YOUR CHILDFOR YOU AND YOUR CHILDFOR YOU AND YOUR CHILD

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/?playlist=7781fe9&video=98121d9
https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parentsandcarers/?playlist=7781fe9&video=98121d9
https://whiterosemaths.com/parent-resources


Our character curriculum is at the core of what is important to us and we aim to provide a wide
range of learning opportunities and experiences. It is our desire that children and their families

value their learning and seize all and any opportunity wholeheartedly, therefore we aim to ensure
the offer to learn is strong in every classroom. 

We aim to develop our pupils’ characters through the growth of relationships that define us as
human. Through our curriculum, we develop a set of competencies (behaviours) which enable each

and every one of our pupils to lead a remarkable life.

WHAT IS IT?

Each year, you will be issued with a ‘Believe –
Achieve – Succeed’ character curriculum

passport. Experiences are planned into the
school curriculum as well as home learning.
The experiences involve problem solving,
research and most importantly life skills,

which are all fundamental for pupil
wellbeing.

Children are equipped with the skills and
character to lead a successful life! Children

will be encouraged to self-assess their
competencies and their progress on this will

be recorded in their passports. Academic
achievement will increase as children will be
more able to overcome difficulties and will

value their education; behaviour will improve
as children are more able to self-regulate
and work with others and attendance will

improve as families see the increased value
of a healthy lifestyle and the importance of

education.

WHY IS THIS
IMPORTANT?

Don’t forget to tick off your successes and
share them with us on our social media sites,

or send a ClassDojo message to your
teacher!

@MasefieldCP
@Masefield Primary School

SHARE YOUR
SUCCESS

CHARACTERCHARACTERCHARACTER
CURRICULUMCURRICULUMCURRICULUM

Building character 
Building character at homeat home  
Building character at home 

Building character 
Building character at schoolat school  
Building character at school 



Do you receive Universal Credit?
Did you know that from September 2026,

families in receipt of Universal Credit will be
able to claim for free school meals for their

children?
To make this process easier, Masefield can

do this on your behalf.
If you think that you are eligible, please

complete a form from the school office or
apply online through our Online Free School

Meal checker at;
https://apply.cloudforedu.org.uk/ofsm/sims

More information on the changes can be
found at;

https://educationhub.blog.gov.uk/2025/06/ex
panding-free-school-meals-what-parents-

need-to-know/

MEAL ELIGIBILITY
MEAL ELIGIBILITY
MEAL ELIGIBILITYUPDATED FREE SCHOOL

UPDATED FREE SCHOOL
UPDATED FREE SCHOOL



Leaflets available at the school office



Leaflets available
at the school

office
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