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Curriculum Statement

This policy is a statement of aims and principles relating to the curriculum at Masefield Primary School.
It is reviewed annually and presented to the Local Governing Board for Approval.

Vision

The curriculum, in its widest sense, firmly underpins the schools Mission Statement, Aims and school
motto ‘Believe, achieve, succeed’. At Masefield, each and every pupil has access to a rich, broad,
balanced and knowledge rich curriculum to ensure that all individuals succeed. The school curriculum
has regard to supporting individuals in terms of ability, gifts, talents and any additional needs they
may have. We provide an enriching and exciting curriculum that offers challenge to all pupils.

We recognise that all our pupils have a different knowledge base and skill set as well as varying abilities
and aspirations. As a result of this, we are committed to knowing all pupils as individuals paying regard
to their abilities, talents and needs as well as what motivates them in their learning. This commitment
alongside the curriculum structure and development at Masefield aims to ensure all pupil needs are
met.

The School Curriculum

The school curriculum is designed such that pupils have access to the very best curriculum content.
This ensures that pupils secure a solid base to build on as they move through school and into Key Stage
3 and beyond. Our curriculum is ambitious and goes above and beyond the requirements laid out in
the national curriculum.

The school curriculum design is focused on the knowledge and understanding of our pupils and their
needs in order that all children achieve their full potential. Our school curriculum provides for
academic achievement but places the role of developing spiritual, moral, cultural and social
development at the heart of all we do with the ultimate aim of ensuring all pupils leave Masefield with
the confidence and skills to become successful and independent lifelong learners who can make a
positive contribution to our diverse and democratic society. The curriculum in its widest sense is used
to enhance pupil experiences and give opportunities that pupils may not have access to outside of
school. These are mapped out in each key stage.

The Masefield curriculum is designed with knowledge at its heart to ensure that children develop a
strong vocabulary base and an extensive understanding of the world. The curriculum promotes long-
term learning and we believe that progress means knowing more and remembering more. As pupils
learn the content of the curriculum they are making progress. We have developed a curriculum built
on current research regarding how memory works to ensure that children not only have access to 'the
best that has been thought and said' but are taught this in a way that ensures children can remember
the curriculum content in future years.

We make use of knowledge organisers to ensure children know exactly which information is expected
to be learned over the course of their study in a particular subject. These knowledge organisers are



sent home each half term with a clear guide to indicate to parents and pupils which parts must be
committed to memory each week. One of the central aims of the curriculum is to ensure that our
pupils are both "interesting and interested". We want them to be 'interesting' to talk to, because they
know a great deal about the world and 'interested' in finding out more. We believe that knowledge
breeds curiosity - as pupils learn more about the world they become more curious. It is very difficult
to be curious about something that you don't know anything about. We understand that knowledge
is 'sticky', in other words, the more pupils know, the easier it is for them to know more. As a result,
we carefully check and activate prior knowledge to ensure our pupils are able to understand and
remember new things they are learning.

This is why we place particular emphasis on children knowing by heart and building rich webs of
knowledge as they progress through the curriculum. Parents can support this work through quizzing
children on the knowledge organisers.

Our knowledge-rich curriculum is built in the following ways:
1. Acquisition of 'powerful knowledge' is at the heart of the curriculum

This means that pupils learn knowledge which empowers them to not only understand the world
around them but to understand how each subject discipline works in order to extend this knowledge
of the world.

2. Knowledge is specified in fine detail

This means that we set out very precisely what pupils will know and be able to do in each subject. This
means that we don't leave anything to chance. If we want pupils to know a specific piece of knowledge
we specify when and how this is learned over time.

3. Knowledge is acquired in long-term memory

This means that we expect all pupils to remember their learning into the future. We have planned the
curriculum so that there are many chances for pupils to review what they have already learned and
secure it in their memories.

4. Knowledge is carefully sequenced over time

This means that we have thought carefully about the most effective order to learn new curriculum
content in. We have planned the curriculum so that each unit of work in a subject builds directly on
what has been learned before. This helps pupils understand and remember their learning more
effectively.

5. Knowledge is organised into subject disciplines and is derived from discourse within subject
communities

This means that from KS1 we teach individual subjects such as History, Geography, Biology, Physics,
Chemistry, Art and Languages. We treat each subject separately so that pupils have a very clear
understanding of what is important about each subject and that their knowledge and skills progress
systematically over time in each area of the curriculum. We work closely with subject experts and
subject associations to ensure that what we choose to include in our curriculum is the very best that
it can be.



Our curriculum is based on the National Curriculum which can be found by clicking the link at the
bottom of this page.

Curriculum Events and Showcase

Throughout the year a number of special events and showcase events take place to enhance and
celebrate aspects of the curriculum. These include theme weeks such as Book week and Kindness
week as well as school trips and visitors to school. Each class celebrate their curriculum learning
through one of their class assemblies which are attended by parents. They also carry out a showcase
event such as an exhibition of their work as well as presentations about their learning to other year
groups. At the end of each academic year curriculum events are celebrated in our annual Presentation
Afternoon and Evening.

Environment and Enrichment

Learning takes place in a nurturing and engaging environment which is supported by a variety of
experiences, including the school environment, specialist teachers, as well as educational visits and
visitors. The school uses a wide variety of outside agencies to further enrich the curriculum and meet
pupils’ needs, e.g. Alpha Music, a PE specialist, drama and dance specialists and karate instructors.

We offer sessions and support to individuals with a focus on personal and social skills and emotional
and behavioural difficulty. These sessions provide techniques and tools for pupils in social situations
which in turn helps them access the curriculum more readily. The school ‘Hive’ provides an
environment for all pupils to further develop their personal and social skills through focused project
work and also offers nurture intervention for targeted pupils.

In Key Stage 1 and 2, pupils have one afternoon of enrichment activities to complement their class
studies. This allows pupils at Masefield to try new activities and discover new talents or study projects
beyond their class curriculum for example Eco projects, STEM projects and social projects. Enrichment
includes a variety of activities such as art, baking, pet club, karate, dance, drama and sport.

A range of extra-curricular clubs and activities are offered each half term. All teaching staff offer clubs
at different points in the year as do some teaching assistants. Some clubs are also delivered by
specialist instructors or teachers such as a Music teacher and PE coach. Some clubs are specifically
targeted for pupils in order to develop knowledge and skills further through assessment identification.
Other clubs are open to all pupils.

The Head of School holds responsibility for the curriculum as a whole. Subject leaders monitor and
evaluate their subjects in order to ensure consistent implementation and effectiveness with regard to
the whole school curriculum aims and agreed policies.

This curriculum statement is supported by additional policies such as:
- Accessibility plan

- Assessment policy

- Teaching and Learning Policy

- SEN policy

- Gifted and More Able Policy



- Equality scheme
- Curriculum subject policies
- Homework policy

- Monitoring and Evaluation policy

Key experiences for pupils

Experience Mode of delivery
EYFS Traditional birthday party Curriculum
Visit a park Curriculum
Visit a farm Curriculum
KS1 Visit a supermarket Curriculum
Goonabus Curriculum
Goonatrain Curriculum
Visit a zoo Curriculum
Visit the seaside Curriculum
LKS2 Visit a reservoir Curriculum
Visit the library Enrichment
Go to the theatre Enrichment
Walk in the woods Enrichment
Play an instrument Curriculum
Go to an art gallery Curriculum
First aid Enrichment
Perform in a show Enrichment
UKS2 Climb a hill Enrichment
Visit the library Enrichment
Experience adventure activities Enrichment — Anderton Y4/ PGL Y6
Go on ‘holiday’ Enrichment — London Y5
Learn to swim —Y5 Curriculum — Swimming Y5
First aid Enrichment
Perform in a show Enrichment — Y6 Show




