
 
 

Progression in 
Chronology from 
EYFS – Year 6 

 
1) What is chronology? 
2) Curriculum Model 
3) Timelines 
4) Chronology and the National Curriculum  
5) Concepts 
6) Progression in sequencing  

 
 

 
 

 



 
 

What is Chronology?  
 

“Chronology is a key organising tool for developing pupils’ understanding of history 
and as a ‘concept’ within the history curriculum.”1 It’s important to distinguish 
between an understanding of the concept and a timeline as the way we present this 
concept.  

Chronology is given a central role in the current National Curriculum. This came 
after Ofsted’s 2011 report, History for All “Although pupils in primary schools 
generally had good knowledge of particular topics and episodes in history, their 
chronological understanding and their ability to make links across the knowledge 
they had gained were weaker.”2  

The influence of this can be seen throughout our curriculum here at Masefield as we 
teach our History units in chronological order to support the children in their 
understanding of how events and civilisations are placed within history.   

History is a narrative-led subject and there is distinct crossover between narratives 
encountered in English and History through the use of language and the function of 
timelines and Story Mountains as organisational tools. Retaining this narrative link 
is key. 

Timelines are the way in which we present the narratives. They are a form of visual 
organiser that helps to highlight the linear nature of time and are useful initially 
teaching chronology but then as a way to add depth to certain episodes along the 
narrative arcs that the children encounter. An additional role is on supporting 
children’s understanding of both the differences but also connections between British 
history and that of the wider world. 

 

Points to Consider for the Curriculum:  

1) Chronology is an important concept in expressing the narrative arcs the children 
will encounter within individual units but across the curriculum as a whole.  

2) It functions as an organisational tool in order for the concept to be understood 
effectively. So, are your timelines expressing the narratives in a way which is both 
simple but detailed enough to do this accurately? 

 

 

 

                                                           
1 Phillips (2008) 
2 Ofsted, History for All, 2011 



 
 

Curriculum Model: 

Overview of History Content: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Timelines: 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Year 1 
Old & New 

Toys 
 

Significant 
People: 

Lord Leverhulme 

 

Significant 
People: 

Queen Elizabeth 

 

Year 2 

Rosa Parks 
& other 

Significant 
People 

 
Great Fire of 

London 
 Victorians 

 

Year 3 Stone Age  

Samuel 
Crompton – 
Local Study 

 Ancient Greece  

 

Year 4 Romans   
The Life of 

Nelson Mandela 
 Ancient Egypt 

 

Year 5 
Anglo-
Saxons 

 Slavery  
Mayan 

Civilization 

 

Year 6 Vikings Vikings   World War 2 World War 2 



 
 

Key Stage 1: 

 

Key Stage 2: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Chronology and the National Curriculum: 

Influences on the Curriculum Model: In History for all, Ofsted wrote: “as a result of the 

National Curriculum Review, pupils in primary schools experience history as a coherent 

subject which develops their knowledge, thinking and understanding, especially their 

chronological understanding.“3 This alongside the knowledge-rich curriculum model means 

chronology has a clear role in supporting children to know more and remember more.4 The 

National Curriculum and EYFS Framework have chronology embedded throughout it.  

Aims:  

1) Places the central importance of children seeing their study of British history as a 
“coherent, chronological narrative, from the earliest times to the present day”.  

2) The important role of children placing knowledge into different contexts which 
including those “between short– and long-term timescales”. 

Subject Content: 

The subject content is broken into three sections: Chronology, Disciplinary and 
Substantive.  

Key Stage 1: 

In Key Stage 1, children build on their understanding of the past by focusing on a 
more detailed picture of ‘the past’. This includes the use of common words and 
phrases relating to the passing of time (fronted adverbials in English) and the 
concept of a chronological framework where their learning sits on a timeline to 
show when these periods took place in the wider narrative of time. A core concept 
that underpins the scales used in KS1 is within and beyond living memory. It forms 
the backbone of the timelines used and a way in which children can describe the 
position on the timeline.  

Key Stage 2: 

In Key Stage 2, chronological understanding retains its central role however, the 
requirements go so much further than seeing a chronological framework. The 
emphasis is placed on children having a “chronologically secure knowledge and 
understanding of British, local and world history...” Therefore, chronology has a 
truly central role. It also goes further to state that “...establishing clear narratives 
within and across the periods they study. They should note connections, contrasts 
and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical terms.” 

 

 

                                                           
3 Ofsted, History for All, 2011 
4 Ofsted EIF, 2022 



 
 

Concepts: 

Chronology is too complex to be taught as a single, universal concept. It can be 
broken down into a number of small steps in order to support children’s 
understanding and facilitate success in line with Rosenshine’s principles of 
instruction. 

When these are introduced, its important children are explicitly instructed on what 
the concept means and then how it will look before they begin practicing with it. 
Children need repeated exposures to build a fluent understanding of both: what the 
concept means and how to enact it when they are constructing timelines or talking 
about what is depicted on one they are given. 

 
 EYFS KS1 LKS2 UKS2 
Sequencing Introduce Practise Practise Independently 
Scale Introduce Introduce Practise Independently 
Interval  Introduce Practise Independently 
Duration  Introduce Practise Independently 
Concurrence 
and 
Interaction 

  Introduce Independently 

Overview and 
Depth 

  Introduce Practise 

 



 
 

Definitions for Children: 

 
Concurrence and Interaction in Key Stage 1—this may be a useful concept to 
mention if drawing a comparison between two individuals or events that took place 
at the same point in time (Rosa Parks and Mary Seacole). However, it is not 
necessary to include this unless the context demands it.  

Children will need repeated exposures to the chronological concepts in order for 
them to gain familiarity, build fluency and then apply knowledge into different 
contexts. This is important as it takes them from something being an unknown into 
a specific idea from a certain context and towards a useful idea they can draw upon 
when focusing on chronology and timelines. 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Progression in Sequencing: 

Stone Age (Year 3): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Components 

1. Retrieval of previous learning.  
Introduce and explore knowledge organiser 
Teach new Vocabulary. 

2. Chronological Knowledge – timeline lesson 
Where in History did this period come? 

3. What is Pre History? 
4. How did people live in prehistory? 
5. Why is it called the Neolithic revolution? 
6. Did metals change everything? 
7. What evidence do prehistoric monuments offer? 
8. How was iron better than bronze? 
9. End of Unit Outcome. 

LBQ Question Set 


