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SAFEGUARDING AND PROMOTING THE WELFARE OF CHILDREN 
 
Introduction 
The Education Act 2002 section 175 imposes a duty on schools and states that: 

 
ά¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƛƴƎ ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ ŀ Ƴŀƛƴǘained school shall make arrangements for ensuring that their functions relating to the 
conduct of the school are exercised with a view to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children who are 
ǇǳǇƛƭǎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΦέ   
 
Safeguarding is not just about Child Protection but also about making sure children are safe from accidental injury, 
crime and anti-social behaviour. It should also ensure that all children feel safe and have safe places to live. 
 
Statutory guidance on safeguarding children came into effect in WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нллт ŀƴŘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛƴ ŦƻǊŎŜΦ Lǘ ŘŜŦƛƴŜǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΩ 
duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of children as: 

¶ Protecting them from maltreatment 

¶ Preventing impairment of their health or development 

¶ Ensuring that they are growing up in circumstances consistent with the provision of safe and 
effective care 

¶ Undertaking that role so as to enable them to have optimum life chances and to enter 
adulthood successfully 

Schools should give effect to their duty to safeguard and promote the welfare of their pupils by: 
1. Creating and maintaining a safe learning environment. 
2. Identifying where there are child welfare concerns and taking action. 
3. 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎΣ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƛƭƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ 

curriculum. 
4. Adopting safe recruitment and selection procedures which prevent unsuitable 

persons from gaining access to children. 
 
CƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎΣ ǎŀŦŜƎǳŀǊŘƛƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǿŜƭŦŀǊŜ ǘƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŎƻǾŜǊǎ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
relation to individual children. It also encompasses matters such as pupil health and safety and bullying, racist abuse 
(about which there are specific statutory requirements), together with a range of other issues, for example, 
arrangements for meeting the medical needs of children with medical conditions, providing first aid, school security, 
ŘǊǳƎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎǳōǎǘŀƴŎŜ ƳƛǎǳǎŜΣ ŜǘŎΦ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘŜ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊȅ ƻŦ {ǘŀǘŜ Ƙŀǎ ƛǎǎǳŜŘ ƎǳƛŘŀƴŎŜΦ  5Ŝǘŀƛƭǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘǎ ό{ŜŜ άhǘƘŜǊ wŜƭŜǾŀƴǘ tƻƭƛŎƛŜǎέύΦ 
 
This policy applies primarily to 2 above and reflects current legislation, accepted best practice and complies with the 
government guidance: Working together to Safeguard Children (March 2010)  

 



 
 

PHILOSOPHY 
 
Everyone at Masefield Primary School is committed to providing the conditions and opportunities to enable 
any child with Special Educational Needs and/or disabilities (SEND) to be included fully in all aspects of 
school life. It is our ethos that all members of the school community are respected and seen to have 
potential for improvement. Through effective teaching and learning, supporting and encouraging, together 
we can enable the fulfilment of that potential. We aim for success for all.  
 
¢ƘŜ Ψ!ǎǎŜǎǎΣ tƭŀƴΣ 5ƻΣ wŜǾƛŜǿΩ ŎȅŎƭŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǿŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀƴ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ educational needs (SEN) 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ LǘΩǎ ŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ΨƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜŘ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘΨΦ 
 
The views of the child and their family should be prioritised and given careful consideration during the 
cycle. 
 

 
 

¢ƘŜ ΨŀǎǎŜǎǎΣ ǇƭŀƴΣ ŘƻΣ ǊŜǾƛŜǿΩ ŎȅŎƭŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ǊŜǇŜŀǘŜŘ ŀǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ǘƛƳŜǎ ŀǎ ƴŜŜŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘ ƻǊ ȅƻǳƴƎ 
person progress. 
 
Some children or young people will show good progress after the first round of support is put in place, but 
those with more complex needs might benefit from the cycle being repeated several times. 
 
Assess 
The first step is to collect the right information and find the right people to be able to plan support. 
If a child or young peǊǎƻƴ ƛǎƴΩǘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ the expected progress, draw on: 

¶ information from their teachers 

¶ the views of the child, young person and their family 

¶ any external services or organisations involved. 
 
Plan 
During this step teachers, the special educational needs co-ordinator (SENCO), the child and their family 
should agree on new interventions, support and the expected outcomes. 


